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It is pleasing to see this long-awaited follow up to the origi-
nal "Casebook" (published in Poland twelve years ago) now
available in print and as an e-book. As Kurt Ammer ex-
plains in the preface, things have moved on significantly
over the last twelve years, with large improvements in infra-
red technology and our understanding of thermal physiology.
This new book, richly illustrated throughout with colour
thermograms, sets out to bring the reader up-to-date.

The text is presented in five sections: an opening technical
discussion, followed by four sections covering the head and
neck, trunk, upper extremities and lower extremities. This
is a sensible approach which succeeds in splitting a large
topic into manageable parts.

The technical section is particularly strong, with Francis
Ring and Kurt Ammer discussing thermographic proto-
cols and image analysis standards authoritatively. Chapter 5
is the standout contribution to the "Head and neck" sec-
tion, describing the challenge of standards for fever screen-
ing using the inner canthus of the eye.

The section on the "upper extremities" covers Raynaud's
phenomenon (in both its primary and secondary forms),
peripheral nerve entrapments and hand-arm vibration syn-
drome in all the detail that one would expect, given the ex-
perience of the various contributing authors. There is little
new here, but the material is an excellent primer for those
unfamiliar with the field.

Compiling a coherent textbook from many contributing
authors is a challenging task, and predictably there are a few
imperfections in the new "Casebook". Surgical applica-
tions are under-represented, which is surprising given the

revolution in low-cost and portable thermal imaging equip-
ment which has been finding its way into operating theatres
in recent years. Breast thermography is not discussed at all
in the book. Although this is a controversial field, the topic
sorely requires addressing with the same authority that the
authors have applied to other areas. Complex regional pain
syndrome is also addressed only very briefly, and with no
mention of stress-testing to improve diagnostic reliability.

The quality of the thermal images presented is quite varied
throughout the book. Whilst Kurt Ammer is absolutely
correct to stress the importance of standardised imaging
protocols and reproducible ROIs in the first section of the
book, the editors have not always followed his advice in re-
quiring this from other contributing authors. The book is
also let down slightly by a small number of errors in figure
captions (3.1, 3.2), incomplete captioning (15.3) and errors
in tables (17.1). These only serve to confuse the reader, and
should really have been trapped by the publisher at the
proofing stage.

These small niggles apart, the Casebook is nonetheless one
of the most comprehensive collections of clinical thermo-
graphy cases ever published in one text, and would be a
valuable addition to any thermographer's bookshelf.

So, all-in-all, does the Casebook succeed in bringing the
reader up-to-date with modern clinical thermography? The
answer has to be "yes, on some topics, but only partly over-
all." The fully authoritative casebook dedicated to our area
of imaging science may be impossible to compile, but I
look forward to the third version of the Casebook in a few
years!
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